
Biochemistry Project 
 

GUIDELINES: MLA format accepted. 3 pages plus work cited page. 12 font Times New Roman. 

The project will be to write a critique of a scientific paper from an academic journal. Imagine 
that you are reviewing the article as an editor for a biochemical academic journal, such as the 
Annual Review of Biochemistry or Trends in Biochemical Science. The critique will be 
evaluated on how well you address the following points and how well you follow a scientific 
writing style. Make sure that your critique answers the following questions. 

 
• Who were the authors of the paper? 
• What was the overall purpose of the study? 
• Were the methods used by the authors appropriate and were all of the 

required controls run? 
• What were the authors’ conclusions? 
• What data were most important in allowing the authors to make their conclusions? 
• Given the data, were the conclusions made in the paper understated, overstated, 

or appropriate? 
• Was the paper well written? Scientifically ? follow sources you found about good 

scientific paper. 
• Did you enjoy the paper? Why or why not? 
• Based on your above discussion, would you have recommended that this paper 

be accepted for publication? Give an outline of your reasoning. 
• Include a picture of search engine you use and of the scholarly article you found using 

search words. (do not copy paste the article you found into the search bar-use words) 
• You can cite books that talk about how to write a good scientific/research paper. 
• Use up to 4 sources, cite them MLA format  

 
Questions to help you. 
1. Hypothesis/goals stated 
2. Methods/experimentation conducted ethically sound? adequately large sample size?  
3. Observations made/statistical analysis conducted 4. Conclusion/discussion/results align with 
statistical analysis? tie to the literature review and other studies? Ie. (Polysaccharides, Lipids, 
DNA Synthesis, DNA Mutation and Repair, DNA Technologies, RNA Synthesis and 
Transcription, Protein Synthesis, Protein Form and Function or Protein Transport) 
5. Future research proposed does it fill in the gaps from the study? 
6. Literature review/references cited recent studies? how aligned is the study with the other 
research? were critiques of other research considered in the paper?  

 
Major Project Checklist 
I have guarded against plagiarizing any of my sources. 
I have used headings in my project. 
I have edited the paper for its readability.  
I have checked the spelling in my project. 
I have checked the grammar in my project. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Example of scholarly database is attached. 
 

	


